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playing an active part in achieving the desired goals of planned
development.

In 1979-80, for village and small industries put together,
the share of the small sector was around 49% in terms of gross
value of output in the manufacturing sector and 51% in terms
of value added.* Modern small industries account for 60% of
the output in the aggregate village and small industries sector.
In 1981-82, small industries produced goods worth
Rs. 32,60,000 lakhs and provided employment to 75 lakh
persons. Their share in the total exports of the country was 23%.

Table 2.1 explains the relative growth of the small-scale
sector in our economy by using important indicators such as num-
ber of units, fixed capital employed, labour employed, output and
exports. The growth trends shown in Table-2.1 are based upon
the absolute figures given in Annexure table No. 2,A- The
growth of small-scale units in terms of their number shows an
increase of more than 3 times from 1973-74 to 1981-82, where-
as the value of production by nearly 6 times from 1972-73 to
1981-82. Table 2.1 records an increase of about 2 times in the
number of people employed and more than 3 times in the
value of exports. The value of production from the small-
scale sector was Jth of our national income when the amount
of national income estimated by the Central Statistical Organi-
sation was Rs. 1,21,24,300 lakhs.7

The small-scale sector absorbed from 41 lakh persons
in 1972-73 to 75 lakh persons in 1981-82 registering an in-
crease of about 2 times. In 1980-81 the employment generated
in the organised sector was 229.26 lakhs.8 In the same period
the small-scale sectcr provided employment to 71 lakh persons
which was nearly Jrd of the total employment created in the
organised sector which includes all establishments in the public
sector and non-agricultural establishments employing 10 or

Reliable data pertaining to small-scale  industries are   not   available.
Different studies show different estimates as to small-scale industrial
units.
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